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(54) PRODUCTION OF LACTONE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a lactone with improved yield by hydrogenation, in the presence 
of a ruthenium catalyst, of raw materials including saturated dicarboxylic acid, its 
anhydride with unsaturated dicarboxylic acid etc. each reduced to an amount not more 
than a specified value in a recycling manner for said raw materials without causing 
catalyst activity. 

CONSTITUTION: The content of the unsaturated dicarboxylic acid etc. contained in 
raw materials including saturated carboxylic acid, its anhydride and/or saturated 
dicarboxylic acid ester 
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